March 12, 2019 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes
City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street e Blue Ridge, Georgia ¢ (706) 632-2091

City of Blue Ridge
Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall
480 West First Street
March 12, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener

Council Members Robbie Cornelius,

Kenneth Gaddis, Nathan Fitts,

Rhonda Haight, and Harold Herndon

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart

Absent: City Attorney James Balli

1) Call Meeting to Order:
Mayor Donna Whitener called the meeting to order.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:
a) Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the February 12, 2019
Council Meeting Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. The

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0.
Motion carried.

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week):
5) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association/Sidewalks:
Mr. Martinez presented the 2019 BRBA Walking Map and requested the City install
sidewalks on East Main Street past Mountain Street.
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6) Pam O’Dell—Short-Term Rentals:
Ms. O’Dell read part of a prepared letter written by the President of Short Term Rental
Owners Association of Georgia (attached). She was unable to read the entire letter due
to time restraints but submitted the letter for record.

7) Chris Gay—Short-Term Rentals:
Mr. Gay was not present.

8) Nancy Zimmerman—Zoning:

Mrs. Zimmerman was not present.

9) Mike Sullivan—Soap Box Derby:
Mr. Sullivan announced the first annual Blue Ridge Soap Box Derby to be held on April
27t at the Fannin County Middle School.

Second Public Hearing for Rezoning Requests:
10) Russ Stevenson, 65 Depot Street, Proposed R3 from R1:
a) Allow Applicant 10-Minutes to Present His or Her Case:
Applicant Russel Stevenson briefly explained his request for rezoning in order to
develop townhomes.
b) Allow Opposing Parties 10-Minutes Collectively to Present His or Her Case:
There was none.
¢) Planning Commission Recommendation from First Public Hearing on March 5, 2019:
Mayor Donna Whitener read the Planning Commission’s recommendation
(attached).
d) Minor Land Use Map Amendment (First Reading):
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the Minor Land Use Map
Amendment (attached).
Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council):
11) Parking Lease Extension with Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC:
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to extend the lease with Blue Ridge Hotel,
LLC thru June 30, 2019 (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member
Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
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Purchasing Approvals:
12) Server for City Hall:
The Council was provided an email from Office Supervisor Barbie Gerald requesting that
they approve a new server for City Hall in the amount of $16,353.75; her email is
attached. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to table the topic contingent
upon the City’s programs being backed up. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

13) Windy Ridge Paving:
The Mayor and Council were presented two bids for paving Windy Ridge. The Council
discussed whether the City should pave to the city limit sign or to the end of the road.
There were questions due to Windy Ridge becoming the City’s responsibility in the 2017
update of the Service Delivery Strategy between Fannin County and the three Cities. The
Council decided to only pave to the city limit sign. If Zoning, Land Development and
Project Manager Jeff Stewart determined that the City is responsible for the entire road
then they could call a special called meeting to approve the additional paving. Council
Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the bid amount of $76,804.35 plus an
additional $1,800 for stripping from Johnson Paving (attached). The motion was
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. A
second bid was received by Colwell Construction Company.

14) Appalachian Fence Labor for Pump Station Fencing and Change:
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote for labor in the amount of $4,578
from Appalachian Fence for the Pump Station Fencing approved at the February 12,
2019 Council Meeting. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the
labor as quoted. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

15) Material for Water Line Replacement on Hwy 515 at Ballewtown Road Intersection:
The Mayor and Council were presented with two quotes for material for the Water Line
Replacement project on Hwy 515 at Ballewtown Road intersection, which was approved
at the February 12, 2019 Council Meeting. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion
to approve the quote from Core & Main in the amount of $14,044.35 (attached). The
motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0.
Motion carried.
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Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only):
16) Way Finding Signs:
Cindy Trimble was present with Gary Godby to present the cost for way finding signs
that were proposed at a previous Council Meeting. She outlined which signs were
priority and provided a draft proposal for placement as well as a price sheet for each
type of sign (attached).

17) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel:

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to close the meeting for an executive
session for the purpose of discussing personnel. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to open the meeting from an executive
session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to take Derrick Callihan off probation.
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0.
Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to raise Vance Allen’s pay to $14.00 per
hour, starting this pay period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan
Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to take Jeryl Fortenberry off probation
and to give him an additional $0.25 per hour raise. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to extend Phillip Hammond'’s probation
period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Benjamin Graham as a full-time
police officer. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to contract Mike Sullivan as the City’s
Information Specialist at a rate of S400 per month. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-1; Council Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed.
Motion carried.
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Who we are:
Short Term Rental Owners Association of Georgia
STROAG

We represent property owners and their right {in accordance with the Georgia Constitution) to utilize
their property in any manner consistent with its general intended use.

We are aware that representatives of the city spoke with members of the Blue Ridge Lodging
Association. They represent STR managers not owners.

We can only presume that the contributions they made to the ordinance have been provided with full
permission from the owners of the homes they manage.

We are formally requesting that those contributions be identified {on a ‘markup’ copy of the ordinance).
This is standard practice for the development of any bill or potential ordinance and serves as record

of the contributions of all parties.
Our Purpose and Desire is to work in communities to build relationships with

neighbors, leaders, and business owners to expand economies and preserve a
sense of place.

We develop methods of STR self-regulation to prevent, resolve, and address verifiable complaint and
problems.

Wherein this cannot be done, we work with local leaders to create remedies for verified problems,

What we expect of smali governments:

That any problems/complaints be verifiable, well documented, and chronicled in order to serve as
evidence for government action and data-driven positive change.

An opportunity to participate in the development or change of any ordinance or policy and to have full
information at least 5 days before any substantive change in order to communicate to our members and

None of that has happened here,

Regarding the current ordinance:

We consider this ordinance an extreme violation of private property rights. What it essentially does is
restrict the property rights of owners outside the central business district (CBD). This impacts a lot of
homeowners. Given the nature and extent of this ‘taking’ of private property rights, common decency
and good government would, at minimum, require the city to: {and we are formally requesting)

1. Siate, in writing why this is necessary. Specifically, provide us with evidence for this need
including complaints, 911 calls, etc. etc.

2. Advertise in the local organ that this is going to be done. This should include a street address
map of the city limits demarcating the CBD




3. Notify all residents outside the CBD of this change and the removal of their property rights (by
letter).

4. Allow residents 30 days from the post date of the letter for residents to respond to the ‘taking’
of this right.

We plan to have a 3"/ Blue Ridge STROAG meeting in regard to the city’s ordinance in which a ‘markup’
will be prepared and provided to the council, the legisiative delegation, and the local organ. This is our
process.

We will then schedule a meeting in which the mayor and council can go over verified problems and we
will provide solutions. This meeting should be held after a reading of the current ordinance.

Should the council decide to change the ordinance, we will expect to be notified via our Executive
Director, Pam O Dell to the email; - - :

Thank you for your service and we look forward to working together,

Steve Guello, President- STROAG
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480 West Finst Streel Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513 . (706) 632 - 2091

To: The Mayor and Council, the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia
From: The Planning Commission, the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia

The Blue Ridge Planning Commission held a public hearing on your behalf on March 5, 2019. The
purpose of the hearing was to consider the request of Russel Stevenson to rezone a tract of land from

R1 (Low Density Residential) to R3 (High Density Residential). The property is located at 65 Depot Street.

The property map and parcel number of the subject property is BRO2 258 and contains +- 0.38 acres.

After a review of the request as presented by the applicant or his/her representative, and the staff
analysis as prepared by the Zoning Department, the Planning Commission recommends the subject
property be rezoned from the present classification R1 to R3.

A MINOR LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT MUST BE APPROVED IF THE RECOMMENDATION IS ACCEPTED.
Kelsey Ledford

Secretary for the Planning Commission
" The City of Blue Ridge




FIRST READING March 12,2019

ADVERTISED

PASSED

AN ORDINANCE NO. BR2019-05

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF BLUE
RIDGE, GEORGIA, BY REZONING A TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND
WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, BEING TAX PARCELS BR-02 258
OWNED BY RUSSELL STEVENSON AND BEING APPROXIMATELY .38
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON THE
PLAT AND WARRANTY DEED WHICH ARE ATTACHED HERETO AND,
WHICH IS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO THIS ORDINANCE,
AND REZONING THE PROPERTY FROM R-1 (Low Density Residential) TO
R-3 (High Density Residential)), WITHOUT CONDITIONS; REPEALING
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO
PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia as follows:

SECTION 1
ZONING IMPOSED WITHOUT CONDITIONS

That from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described
parcel within the City of Blue Ridge shall be rezoned and so designated on the
zoning map of the City of Blue Ridge as R-3 (High Density Residential) and
subject to all requirements of said new zoning category, being designated as tax
parcel BR02 258 and as described on the attached plat and warranty deed,
currently owned by Russell Stevens and being approximately .38 acres, with the

following conditions:
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Conditions:
(1) None

Leqgal Description:

The legal description of the above-referenced property, which is being
rezoned from R-1 to R-3, is as follows:

All that tract and parcel of land being approximately .38 acres and lying and
being within the City of Blue Ridge, Fannin County, Georgia, and owned by
Russell Stevenson, and more particularly described on the plat and warranty deed
which are attached hereto and incorporated by reference hereof, into this legal
description.

SECTION 2:
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT

All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance
or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making
effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part
hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.
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SECTION 3.
SEVERABILITY

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion
of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of
competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied
to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of
this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to
other circumstances not so held to be invalid. It is hereby declared to be the
legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide
for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as
may not be held invalid for any reason.

SECTION 4.
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP

This ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map of the City of

Blue Ridge.
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SECTION 5.
EFFECTIVE DATE

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage
by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring
from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set
forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b).

SO ORDAINED and passed by a majority of the City Council, this___ day

of , 2019.

BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL

By:

Mayor

Attest:

Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk
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WYNDHAM AND ASSOCIATES ID #58-2199888 R s A Tneck of Superdor Court
2460 E. FIRST STREET

S B 1166773

BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513
WARRANTY DEED

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF FANNIN File #: 1604-07

This Indenture made this 10th day of May, 2016 between RUTH ALLEN |, of the County of , State of Georgia, as
party or parties of the first part, hereinafter called Grantor, and RUSS STEVENSON | as party or parties of the second part,
hereinafter called Grantee (the words "Grantor” and "Grantee" to include their respective heirs, successors and assigns where
the context requires or permits).

WITNESSET H that: Grantor, for and in consideration of the sum of TEN AND 00/100'S ($10.00) Dollars
and other good and valuable considerations in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents does
grant, bargain, sell, alien, convey and confirm unto the said Grantee,

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE 8§TH DISTRICT AND 2ND SECTION
OF FANNIN COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING PART OF LAND LOT NO. 278, AND LOCATED IN THE CITY OF
BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, AND FULLY DESCRIBED IN A DEED FROM J. D. PARKS TO G. W. MCAFEE, AND
RECORDED IN BOOK "U" AT PAGE 454, FANNIN COUNTY, RECORDS ON JANUARY 15, 1906; ALSO A
PART OF TOWN LOT NO. 1, IN BLOCK NO. 2, OF THE COLLEGE ADDITION TO THE CITY OF BLUE
RIDGE, MAKING A PARCEL OF LAND CONVEYED EIGHTEEN AND ONE-HALF FEET FRONT AND
EXTENDING BACK 1006 FEET, FIFTEEN AND ONE-HALF FEET ACROSS THE BACK. THIS PROPERTY
FRONTS DEPOT STREET A DISTANCE OF 118.5 FEET,

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTYT IS KNOWN AS THE W.R. YORK HOME PLACE PROPERTY.
BEING THE PROPERTY CONVEYED BY THE AUTHORITY GRANTED IN THAT FINAL ORDER GRANTING
LEAVE TO SELL REAL AND/OR PERSONAL PROPERTY AT PRIVATE SALE, SATD ORDER ISSURED
FEBRUARY 5, 1996, BY THE PROBATE COURT OF FANNIN COUNTY, GEORGIA,
BEING A PORTION OF SAID PROPERTY CONVEYED TO LEWIS ALLEN AND RUTH ALLEN FROM JEAN E
ARP AND JAMES L DAVENPORT, DATED FEBRUARY 23, 1996, RECORDED FEBRUARY 26, 1996, IN DEED
BOOK 240, PAGE 723, FANNIN COUNTY RECORDS.
MAP PARCEL #BR62 258
This Deed is given subject to all easements and restrictions of record, if any.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract or parcel of land, with all and singular the rights, members and

appurtenances thereof, to the same being, belonging, or in anywise appertaining, to the only proper use, benefit and behoof of
the said Grantee forever in FEE SIMPLE.

AND THE SAID Grantor will warrant and forever defend the right and title to the above described property unto the
said Grantee against the claims of all persons whomsoever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, Grantor has hereunto set grantor's hand and seal this day and year first above written.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of:

W

Do Mt

QM‘-\ Ch_sefta (Seal)
RUTH ALLEN

(Seal)
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LEASE AGREEMENT
(Blue Ridge, Georgia)

County of Fannin
STATE OF GEORGIA

This lease agreement (this “Lease”) made and entered into as of the _12 day of March, 2019
by and between BLUE RIDGE HOTEL, LLC., a Georgia Limited Liability
Company (“Landlord”) and THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, Georgia municipal
corporation, (“Tenant”).

WHEREAS, Landlord is the owner of a certain tract or parcel of land as more particularly
described in Exhibit “A” hereto, said property, together with all improvements thereon, located
at 50 West Main Street, Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513 a/k/a the “Old Temple Baptist Church”
(“Premises”);

WHEREAS, Tenant desires to lease the Premises from Landlord and Landlord is willing to
lease the Premises to Tenant on the terms and conditions set forth in this Lease; and

WHEREAS, as provided in Section 6.30 of the City of Blue Ridge Charter, the City Council of
the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia has approved Tenant to validly enter into said lease agreement;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the Premises and the acts to be performed by
the parties hereto, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of
which is hereby acknowledged by the parties hereto, the parties do hereby agree each with the
other as follows:

1. PREMISES LEASED. Landlord does hereby agree to lease to Tenant, and Tenant does
hereby agree to lease from Landlord, at the rent and upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set
forth, the Premises during the term hereof.

2. PURPOSE. The Premises shall be used by Tenant for the parking of vehicles only.

3. TERM. The initial term of this Lease shall be from January 1%, 2019 until June 30, 2019
or sooner at the sole discretion of Landlord with ten days written notice. However, in no event will
this lease be terminated prior to May 15, 2018. Upon termination of this Lease, Tenant shall be
provided reasonable time and access to remove any collection boxes/machines on the Premises.

4. RENT. Tenant agrees to pay to Landlord as rental for the use of the Premises during the
term of this Lease fifty percent (50%) of the monies collected as parking fees during the Term. This
amount shall be calculated each month by deducting reasonable expenses relating to operation of the
parking lot (costs to buy collection machine/box, etc.) which will then provide a net collection
amount. Tenant will then pay Landlord fifty percent (50%) of said net collection amount to Landlord
as the sole rent due for use of the Premises. Tenant agrees to maintain records accounting for these
funds as set forth above and will make said records available for review by Landlord with reasonable
notice.



5. TAXES. Landlord shall be responsible for all ad valorem property taxes and other
assessments levied against the Premises during the term of this Lease and which are due and payable
during the term of this Lease.

6. INSURANCE. Tenant agrees that it will maintain its current liability insurance
coverage, will provide the same coverage for the use of the Premises and will notify the appropriate
insurer to include the parking lot operations on the Premises as a covered activity. Any claims on
insurance that arise out of Tenant’s use of the Premises for parking vehicles shall be Tenant’s
responsibility to address and/or resolve. Nothing in this Paragraph or Lease shall be considered a
waiver of sovereign or qualified immunity by the City of Blue Ridge, its Mayor or Council or any of
its employees. Landlord will not cancel, or allow to lapse, any liability insurance Landlord currently
maintains.

7. MAINTENANCE AND_LOGISTICS. Tenant agrees it will be responsible for
maintenance needed to perform the parking lot operation on the Premises. To the extent this
includes the metal cable being utilized as a fencing device, Tenant agrees said cable to be within the
definition of needed maintenance. In addition to fencing, tenant will also maintain the current
landscaping and lawn cutting to maintain the Premises for its intended use. However, in no event,
shall the Tenant be required to pave or re-pave areas of the Premises or re-paint or re-stripe individual
parking spaces on the Premises. Tenant further agrees to be responsible for the logistics of operating
the parking lot and collecting the monies charged.

8. REPRESENTATIONS BY LANDLORD. Landlord represents and warrants to Tenant
that to Landlord's knowledge, the Premises are currently in material compliance with all applicable
laws, rules, regulations and codes, including, not limited the Americans with Disabilities Act as well
as all laws, rules, regulations and codes governing hazardous wastes and hazardous substances.
Moreover, Landlord represents and warrants to Tenant that it knows of no material defect in the
structure of the improvements located on the Premises which would in any way inhibit its use as a
parking lot and that all utilities which would reasonably be required for such use are available to the
Premises.

9. LEASE CONTAINS ALL AGREEMENTS. It is expressly understood and agreed by
and between any parties hereto that this Lease and the Exhibits attached hereto and forming a part
hereof, set forth all of the promises, agreements, conditions and understandings between Landlord, or
Landlord's agents, and Tenant relative to the Premises, and that there are no promises, agreements,
conditions or understandings, either oral or written, between them other than as set forth herein. All
prior leases between Landlord and Tenant respecting the Premises or any portion thereof shall be
terminated as of the effective date of this Lease, whereupon the terms and conditions of this Lease
shall govern all rights and obligations of the parties with respect to the Premises. It is further
understood and agreed that, except as herein otherwise provided, no subsequent alteration,
amendment, change or addition to this Lease shall be binding upon Landlord or Tenant unless
reduced to writing and signed by them.

10. PARTIES BOUND. All rights and liabilities herein given to, or imposed upon, the
respective parties hereto shall extend to and bind the several and respective heirs, executors,
administrators, successors and assigns of said parties. The word “his” and “him” and “her”, wherever
stated herein shall be deemed to refer to the “Landlord” and “Tenant” whether such Landlord and
Tenant be singular or plural and irrespective of gender. No rights, however, shall inure to the benefit
of any assignee of Tenant or Landlord unless the assignment to such assignee is either permitted
hereunder or has been approved by the other party in writing.
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11. NOTICES. Except for legal process which may also be served as by law provided, all
notices required or desired to be given with respect to this Lease shall be in writing and shall be
deemed to have been given when emailed with confirmed receipt, hand delivered or three (3) days
after deposited, postage prepaid, with the United States Postal Service (or its official successor),
certified, return receipt requested, properly addressed as follows:

To Landlord: Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC
Tom Huegel, Managing Member
3075 Gant Quarters Circle
Marietta, GA 30068
Email: huegeltj@gmail.com
Tel: 770/595-1040

with a copy to:

To Tenant: Mayor Donna Whitener
City of Blue Ridge, Georgia
480 West First Street
Blue Ridge, Georgia 301513
dwhitener@cityofblueridgega.gov
(706) 632-2091

with a copy to: James A. Balli, City Attorney
Sams, Larkin, Huff & Balli, LLP
376 Powder Springs Street, Suite 100
Marietta, Georgia 30066
jballi@slhb-law.com
678-594-2205

Such addresses may be changed from time to time by either party by notice to the other.

12. BROKERS. Landlord and Tenant each represents and warrants to the other that no
broker, agent, commission salesman or other person has represented the warranting party in the
negotiations for and procurement of this Lease and of the Premises, that no other commissions, fees
or compensation of any kind are due and payable in connection herewith to any other person or
entity. Each party further warrants that any compensation arrangement with the parties excepted
from the foregoing warranty has been reduced to writing in its entirety in a separate agreement signed
simultaneously with or before this Lease by the party against whom the commission or compensation
is charged.

13. SEVERABILITY. If any clause or provision of this Lease is or becomes illegal, invalid,
or unenforceable because of present or future laws or any rule or regulation of any governmental
body or entity, effective during its term, the intention of the parties hereto is that the remaining parts
of this Lease shall not be affected thereby, unless the amount of Rent payable hereunder is thereby
decreased, in which event Landlord may terminate this Lease.

14, CAPTIONS. The captions used in this Lease are for convenience only and do not in any
way limit or amplify the terms and provisions hereof.



15. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS. The provisions of this Lease shall inure to the benefit
of and be binding upon Landlord and Tenant, and their respective permitted successors, heirs, legal
representatives and assigns.

16. STATE LAW. The laws of the State of Georgia shall govern the interpretation, validity,
performance and enforcement of this Lease.

17. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, time is
of the essence of this Lease.

18. EXECUTION. This Lease may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed an original and any of which shall be deemed to be complete in itself and be
admissible into evidence or used for any purpose without the production of the other counterparts.

19. FORCE MAJEURE. Either party hereto shall be excused from the performance of any
of its obligations for the period of any delay resulting from any cause beyond its control, including,
without limitation, all labor disputes, governmental regulations or controls, fires or other casualties,
inability to obtain any material or services, or acts of God.

20. PEACEFUL POSSESSION. So long as Tenant observes and performs the covenants
and agreements contained herein, it shall at all times during the term of this Lease peacefully and
quietly have and enjoy possession of the Premises, but always subject to the terms hereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed these presents the day and year
first above written.

LANDLORD: TENANT:

BLUE RIDGE HOTEL, LLC CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA
By: By: Honorable Donna Whitener

Its: Its: MAYOR

APPROVED PER CHARTER
SECTION 6.30

By: James A. Balli
Its: City Attorney
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